SAC  2 OUTCOME 1 – TASK 1 - ISSUES

ADVICE


SCHOOL ASSESSED COURSE WORK

SAC 2 OUTCOME 1 – TASK 1 - ISSUES

OUTCOME DESCRIPTION: On completion of this unit the student should be able to discuss in detail the ideas, experiences and issues dealt with in a selected text and in current Australian media texts.

Task 1: A written analysis of the use of language in the presentation of an issue in three or more texts drawn from print and /or non-print Australian media sources, and a point of view on the issue.

ASSESSMENT CRITERIA – a total of 40 marks is awarded, with each criterion receiving 10 marks.

The extent to which the response demonstrates:

1. Knowledge and Control of the Chosen Content

· An understanding of the key aspects and perspectives of the chosen issue

· An understanding of the wider implications of the issue

· Discussion of language use in the presentation of the issue, showing awareness of how writers use strategies to position readers in particular ways

2. Effectiveness and Appropriateness of the Exploration of Ideas and Issues

· A clear and persuasive point of view on the issue

· An ability to argue through to a position, rather than simply advocate a position.

· An ability to draw on an understanding of the use of language in the presentation of an issue

3. Coherence and effectiveness of the structure and organization of the writing

· A structure appropriate to the word length and form

· Effective and appropriate selection of ideas

· Coherent ordering and development of ideas

4. Control of the conventions of the English language

· Control of the mechanics of the language to support meaning

· Effective and accurate language appropriate to the specific purpose of the task

· Expressiveness and fluency

ANALYSIS OF THE PRESENTATION OF AN ISSUE

INFORMATION about the importance of an issue can be gained from the way in which the information is presented.  The indicators of the importance of an issue can include the space that is allocated to each story and where the story is located on the page.  Some issues are given more prominence by where they are placed, the fact that an event/issue is given coverage and the size of the headline that accompany each story.

USING the following questions as a starting point, examine articles that you have been given.

1. What is each article about? 

2. Who are the people involved?  

3. When did the event occur?  Where did the event occur?  

4. Why did the event occur?

5. Who has expressed opinions in the article, with authority about this issue?  

6. What people/group do you think is represented?

7. What other organisations could become involved in the issue detailed in the story?  What arguments would be expressed by these organisations?

8. Compare the front page with front pages of other newspapers for that day, or other articles that you have researched. What are the major differences?

PERSUASIVE DEVICES 

ANALOGY: a comparison of two things, the familiar with the unfamiliar, in order to explain the unfamiliar.

HYPERBOLE: exaggerated language, without literal persuasion.

EUPHEMISM: a disagreeable idea expressed in an agreeable manner.

REPETITION: a re-iteration of a word or phrase, or re-wording of an idea that produces emphasis.

RHETORICAL QUESTIONS: a question that already has an answer.

EPIGRAMS: a concise, pointed saying that is often anti-thetical

METAPHOR: a means of comparing to produce meaning using one object to highlight the meaning of another. An implied analogy, ascribing the qualities of a second object to the first.

IDIOMS: an expression that cannot be literally translated.

FIGURATIVE  LANGUAGE: an intentional use of language that departs from the literal to gain a freshness of meaning, pictorial effect or analogy.

PARADOX: a statement that at first seems contradictory or absurd, but which may be well-founded or true.

IRONY: the actual intent of a phrase expressed in words that carry the opposite meaning.

PARODY: an imitation of something, used to ridicule or criticise.

MALAPROPISM: an inappropriate use of words, substituting one word for the correct one. 

SARCASM: a form of verbal irony which is caustic or bitter, and exudes strong personal disapproval.

SATIRE: a critical attitude using wit and humour, with the intention of improving some institution.

SUPERLATIVES: a description of a person, object or thing using adjectives or adverbs that are over the top!

TAUTOLOGY: the superfluous use of repetition of meaning in the same sentence.

ANACHRONISM: Falsely assigning events to a time setting that it could not have. 

EPITHET: an adjective or an adjectival phrase used to point out a characteristic of a person or thing, that stands for that person or thing.

PERSUASIVE TECHNIQUES IN LANGUAGE USAGE: RHETORIC
The degree to which writers/speakers convince us to share their point of view depends largely on the effectiveness of their persuasive techniques.  You need to critically evaluate the manipulation in terms of fairness and impact.  Persuasive techniques include the following:

1. CAUSE AND EFFECT

2. ASSUMPTIONS

3. APPEALS TO EMOTION

4. APPEALS TO IGNORANCE

5. APPEALS TO AUTHORITY

6. OTHER APPEALS

7. USE OF EVIDENCE

8. GENERALISATION

9. BIAS

10. IRRELEVANCE

11. THE USE OF STATISTICS

12. FACT AND OPINION

13. CHOICE OF LANGUAGE USAGE

14. LAYOUT

15. OBJECTIVITY VS SUBJECTIVITY

16.  FALSE ANALOGY

17. HUMOUR

18.   ABUSE
WRITING YOUR ANALYTICAL ESSAY
For any essay that you write should always bare in mind:

1. THE NATURE OF THE TASK and THE ASSESSMENT CRITERIA

2. THE WORD LIMITS

3. THE PLANNED STRUCTURE OF YOUR ESSAY

4. THE AUDIENCE TO WHOM YOUR ESSAY IS ADDRESSED

5. THE PURPOSE OF YOUR WRITING

6. THE RESPONSE THAT YOU WISH TO BRING ABOUT IN YOUR AUDIENCE

Regardless of the above, the writing process that you now follow, is based on all the preparation that you have put in:

1. RESEARCH AND READ - POOL OF INFORMATION

2. RE-ORGANISE - CHOOSE THE INFORMATION TO SUIT YOUR PURPOSE

3. REPORT - THE FORMAL STRUCTURE OF YOUR WRITTEN WORK

It is assumed that having obtained an information base about your chosen topic you are now in a position to start writing, i.e. you have formed the intention to write.
DEFINING THE ISSUE

Defining the issue simply means that you must have some means of being able to describe what it is that you are going to write. Having a dictionary and a thesaurus handy is always a good idea, but by far the best way of approaching definitions that can be written in your own words is to BRAINSTORM or DEVELOP A CONCEPT MAP on the particular topic at issue. From your initial brainstorm or concept map you can then build up a range of vocabulary that will help you write about the topic. 

You should however remember that every definition has embedded within it ASSUMPTIONS (both explicit and implicit) which are in fact at the core of the ISSUE that you are analysing. You need to be aware that is defining your topic; you must also explain what is the CONTROVERSY both within and surrounding the topic. 

Another method to help you develop your range of writing about the topic is to use a DICTIONARY OF QUOTATIONS. You may focus on one word from your definition that is central to the DISPUTE, and find a quotation that effectively illustrates the POLARITY or BINARY OPOSITES within the dispute.

The Reference Section of your Library will have a large range of quotable “wisdom” which may provide you with clues. Equally, you could use ENCYCLOPAEDIAS, CD ROMS and other reference works. Do not ignore JOURNALS.

Similarly, seek specific texts that describe the disciplines (Arts, Science, Mathematics etc.) in which your topic would be discussed.

EXPLORING VIEWPOINTS

Seek to develop alternative responses to those that you have read, so that you have a means of criticising what you are reading. Do not accept any viewpoint as correct!

BACKGROUNDING YOUR TOPIC

It is very important that you learn that what you believe about this topic is irrelevant to what you write! Your chance with that will come when you write your own viewpoint in the second SAC. You must on the other hand learn as much as possible about the topic that you are writing about in this essay. 

The axiom - “Know thine enemy!”-  should guide your thoughts. Learn to think as they would think. How have they come to their conclusions? On what basis have they sought to present their opinion?

You also need to understand the LIMITATIONS of the FORM in which the argument is written. Each article has a particular form or structure that effectively limits the manner in which an argument may be presented. 

1. A NEWS STORY offers readers factual information about current events such as who is involved and their opinions, what happened, where, why, when and sometimes how it happened.  The first two or three paragraphs of the story will cover these facts whilst the rest of the story will include background and additional information. 

2. THE EDITORIAL COLUMN offers to the reader the opinions of the newspaper on a current issue/event.  This column is written by senior journalists.

3. PHOTOGRAPHS highlight an aspect of the story they accompany.  This may be the presentation of factual information such as identifying the people involved, showing what is happening or what has happened.  As well, photographs can convey the drama, excitement, humor or emotion of an event.

4. CARTOONS can be located with a story or in isolation and can offer the reader an opinion about the people, event or issue covered in the story.  Quite often a cartoonist will follow a story from day to day or even week to week and it can be difficult for the reader to understand the meaning of the cartoon if they are unaware of the issue, event or people being followed.

5. LETTERS TO THE EDITOR are letters supplied to the newspaper by people wishing to express an opinion about a current event or issue.  The letters may have been written by people who have a specialised knowledge of the issue or by people who are interested in offering their opinion on an issue.

6. A FEATURE STORY contains more background information and analysis than does a news story.  They serve to entertain, inform and provoke the reader.  This type of story is written about people, events or issues that are of special interest to the audience of the newspaper.

7. COLUMNISTS AND COMMENT WRITERS may have a specific area of expertise such as in Politics, History, Social Welfare or Economics.  They will analyse and offer comments about events/issues that concern their particular area of expertise.
ESSAY ORGANISATION AND STRUCTURE

1.  IN THE SAC SELECT TEXTS THAT YOU WILL USE

2.  PUT YOUR IDEAS ABOUT THESE TEXTS IN A LOGICAL ORDER

3. STICK TO THE FACTS!

4. ANALYSE EACH TEXT

(A) ASSESS STRENGTHS (+) AND WEAKNESSES (-)

(B) IDENTIFY THE OUTLINE STRUCTURE OF THE ARGUMENT

(C) SUMMARISE THE CONTENT AND GENERAL TONE

(D) IDENTIFY AND DETAIL LINGUISTIC DEVICES

(E) DISCUSS EFFECTS OF DEVICES ON READER

(F) MAKE YOUR DECISION LOGICALLY ABOUT THE OVERALL EFFECT

5. STATE YOUR DEDUCTIONS, CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

6. WRITE EFFECTIVE INTRODUCTORY AND CONCLUDING PARAGRAPHS

ESSAY PARAGRAPH STRUCTURE
· INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH

· ARTICLE : TITLE AND TONE, SUMMARY OF ARGUMENT

· ARTICLE : INTRODUCTION

· ARTICLE:  BODY

· ARTICLE : CONCLUSION

· OVERALL SUMMARY OF ARTICLE

WRITING A PARAGRAPH
INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH

· TOPIC SENTENCE - NAME, POSITION (TIME AND PLACE) AND BACKGROUND ISSUE, DATES ETC.

· SIDES OF THE ISSUE (+, - AND COMPROMISE)

· MEDIA’S OVERALL TREATMENT

· LINK SENTENCE TO ANALYSIS

ARTICLE PARAGRAPHS
· TOPIC SENTENCE - AUTHOR, TITLE, ARGUMENT AND TONE

· IDENTIFICATION OF DEVICE/TECHNIQUE

· EXAMPLE OF DEVICE/TECHNIQUE + EXPLANATION

· EXAMPLE OF DEVICE/TECHNIQUE + EXPLANATION

· EFFECT ON READER 

CONCLUDING PARAGRAPH
· TOPIC SENTENCE - SUMMARISE OVERALL EFFECTS ON BOTH SIDES OF ISSUE

· STATE CURRENT POSITION OF ISSUE

· LINK TO POSSIBLE FUTURE OF ISSUE

BASIS FOR MOST PARAGRAPHS
5 Ws + H

WHO  - PEOPLE

WHAT - EVENTS

WHEN - TIME

WHERE - PLACE

WHY - CAUSES

+

HOW - ACTIONS
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