ISSUES SAC: Point of View – Persuasive Writing


POINT OF VIEW RESPONSE: PLAN

WORD LENGTH – 800 WORDS
When planning a persuasive essay, follow these steps 

1. Choose your contention. Which side of the issue or problem are you going to write about, and what solution will you offer? Know the purpose of your essay.

2. Analyse your audience. Decide if your audience agrees with you, is neutral, or disagrees with your position.

3. Research your topic. A persuasive essay must provide specific and convincing evidence. Often it is necessary to go beyond your own knowledge and experience. You might need to go to the library or interview people who are experts on your topic. 

4. Structure your essay. Figure out what evidence you will include and in what order you will present the evidence. Remember to consider your purpose, your audience, and you topic. 

The following criteria are essential to produce an effective argument: 

Be well informed about your topic. To add to your knowledge of a topic, read thoroughly about it, using legitimate sources. Take notes.

· Test your contention and the strengths of its arguments. Your argument must have two sides. It must be debatable. If you can write down the contention statement that directly opposes your view, you can make sure that your own argument is debatable. 

· 
Rebut the opposing argument. Understand the opposite viewpoint of your position and then counter it by providing contrasting evidence or by finding mistakes and inconsistencies in the logic of the opposing argument. 

· 
Support your position with evidence. Remember that your evidence must appeal to reason. 

EVIDENCE

· Facts - A powerful means of convincing, facts can come from your reading, observation, or personal experience. NB: Do not confuse facts with truths. A "truth" is an idea believed by many people, but it cannot be proven. 

· 
Statistics - These can provide excellent support. Be sure your statistics come from responsible sources. Always cite your sources.

· 
Quotes - Direct quotes from leading experts that support your position are invaluable. 

· 
Examples - Examples enhance your meaning and make your ideas concrete. They are the proof. 

Example: School Uniforms

In many areas of the country, students in both private and public schools are required to wear school uniforms. Suppose that the administration of PVGC is considering having all students not wear a uniform.

You are to write a six section essay (Introduction, Argument 1, Argument 2, Argument 3, Rebuttal, Conclusion) either supporting the idea or not supporting the idea of having to wear a school uniform. Remember that the outcome could hinge on the points that you bring up and explain.

Think of both the benefits and the things that you feel might be less than advantageous. Which one of those positions has the greatest positive advantages? That is usually the easiest position from which to write. However, choose whatever side suits your real feelings.

Define your position. Then think of the three most important ideas that support your position. Write them down. Write down more if you would like, and then eliminate those that are less strong. Organize them by placing your strongest idea first.

Now find three or more facts, ideas, or feelings that support each. Be sure that they are specific. Do not make sweeping statements like, "Students will not want…." because there are obviously some that will want them or the opposite. 

Do not make up facts. Stick with the truth. Write from what you know or believe to be the truth as you know it. Do not resort to name-calling as that just lessens the strength of your position.

Feel free to bring up your feelings and that of your friends. Explain why the people have those feelings. Why are they the same as or different from those of the administration of PVGC?

As you are writing, think over each and every sentence. Be sure that it is strong and factual. Be sure that your paragraphs do not become a list of reasons. Vary your sentence structure. Use active voice for strength. Be sure to include transitions to provide a path for the reader from one logical paragraph to the next. Thinking at this stage of the writing really cuts down on the time and need for revision in your writing. Each sentence will fit well into the paragraph if you follow these suggestions.

In a persuasive essay, the summary ending is really important. You must refocus the reader on your position. You must do so without being repetitious and rewriting the original paragraph. Use originality and make the reader feel that your position is the logical one. Plan for that.

When you are finished, be sure that there are no errors. Check for spelling, punctuation, verb agreement, incorrect pronoun reference, and confusing tense shifts. Correct any that you find. 
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�Choose your contention. Which side of the issue or problem are you going to write about, and what solution will you offer? Know the purpose of your essay.


�The goal of any persuasive writing is to convince and/or persuade an audience or the reader that the point of view or course of action argued or contended by the writer is the best one. 





To achieve that goal, the writer must develop a limited topic which is well defined and arguable. The topic will always have more than one side, or no argument could be put forward. 





It is important that you understand the other sides of the contention, so that only the strongest information to contradict the others can be presented. In the essay, only one side of the issue is fully argued. 





As for all formal essays, there is a specific format to be that is normally followed. 





�What is your role? Who could you be? Do you need to be yourself?


�INTRODUCTORY PARAGRAPH





The sentence that begins this paragraph (the topic sentence) should not be a fact because facts cannot be debated. It should be a statement of position. That position must be clear and direct. This statement directs the readers to follow along with your logic towards the specific stated conclusion that you want them to support. Do not make it personal so do not use personal pronouns. 


Make it definitive. 





In the same introductory paragraph, state at least the three (3) best reasons that you have to support your position. These reasons become the topics of each of the supporting paragraphs. Each reason will later be supported using additional separate facts. 








�In the body of the essay, the writer uses specific evidence, examples, quoting experts, persuasive language and statistics and not broad generalizations or personal opinions to persuade the reader that the stated position is the best one. 





Each topic sentence for the support paragraphs have been introduced in the beginning paragraph. Each additional sentence must closely relate to the topic and the sentence that came before it. This way, the logic of the argument is easy to follow. 





Be sure to use adequate transitions between paragraphs as they make it easy for the reader to follow the logic of the presentation. 





�REBUTTAL





An attack upon the evidence of a claim or set of claims with the intent of proving them invalid, untrue or both.





Once a person has decided to argue one side of an issue and produce an essay supporting a position, they will need to consider how to introduce the topic and the position being argued, how to make arguments in favor of the position being supported, how to disarm the opponents' arguments and how to bring the argument to a close. 


This discussion is of "rebuttals," the part of a paper that attempts to disarm the opponents' arguments. Sometimes, the rebuttal section should come before the arguments supporting your position and sometimes after: that is a decision to make after you have written the various sections of the paper. For now, concentrate on writing a rebuttal. 


Rebuttals, by definition, simply try to reduce the power of any opposing arguments. Normally, people consider a rebuttal that relies on reason (logos) to be more ethical than one that relies on emotion (pathos) or on personal attack (ethos). You should consider using all three!





�CONCLUSION





In the conclusion to your essay, it is most important to clearly redefine the topic and restate the most compelling evidence cited in original form. 





Remember, this is the last chance to remind the reader and convince him/her to accept the your position. Do not introduce new material in the conclusion.
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