VCE English: Issue

Linguistic Analysis - Preparation

VCE ENGLISH: LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF A MEDIA ARTICLE
STEP 1: READ THE ARTICLE TOTALLY THROUGH ONCE.  USE A HIGHLIGHTER TO IDENTIFY KEY WORDS AND PHRASES THAT ATTRACT YOUR ATTENTION.  EXAMINE THE TITLE AND THINK. DRAW A LINE TO MARK THE END OF THE INTRODUCTION, DRAW A LINE TO MARK THE END OF THE BODY AND THE BEGINNING OF THE CONCLUSION.

· Focus on images that are created by the author’s use of words

· Phrases that are memorable and colourful

· Words and phrases that are difficult to understand

· Rhetorical Questions that the author uses

· Anything else that captures your attention

STEP 2: ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS

A linguistic analysis answers the following basic questions:

HOW DOES THIS ARTICLE PERSUADE YOU AS TO ITS POINT OF VIEW?

HOW DOES THIS ARTICLE IT MEAN WHAT IT MEANS?
You will this have to provide a written analysis in an essay form that:

1. IDENTIFIES THE USE OF A PARTICULAR TYPE OF LANGUAGE

2. GIVES/QUOTES EXAMPLE/S FROM THE ARTICLE OF THAT LANGUAGE

3. EXPLAIN HOW THAT EXAMPLE “WORKS ON” (PERSUADES) THE READER

4. DETAIL THE INTENDED EFFECTS ON THE READER

General Questions

1. What type of article is this?

2. What is the issue that the article is dealing with? 

3. What are the dilemmas (hard choices) in the issue?

4. Who is the author of the article?

5. What are the author’s credentials?

6. What is the title of the article?

7. What effect does the title have on the reader? How does the writing of the title achieve this effect? What words are important and how do they affect you?

8. Are there any subtitles? What effect(s) does this have on the reader? How does the writing of the subtitle achieve this effect?

9. What are the overall tones used in the article?

10. What is the author’s contention?

Specific Questions

There are approximately 33 paragraphs/sections in this essay. You need to break the article into three parts:

1. The Beginning/Introduction of the article

2. The Middle/Body of the article

3. The End/Conclusion of the article

Using a coloured pen:

· Rule a line under where you think the INTRODUCTION of the article ENDS.

· Rule a line above where you think the CONCLUSION of the article begins

You now have three (3) sections that you can analyse by answering the following questions:

INTRODUCTION

1. What is the author arguing in the introduction?

2. What words/phrases does the author use in the introduction to affect the reader?

3. What effects are produced by the use of those words? How does the reader react to the language?

4. What tone(s) is/are struck in the introduction? What words contribute to this tone?

5. What literary devices are used in the introduction? How do they work on the reader? (There may not be any!)

6. What rhetorical devices are used in the introduction? How do they work on the reader? (There may not be any!)

BODY**

1. What evidence is the author presenting in the middle/body of their article?

2. What words/phrases does the author use in the middle/body to affect the reader?

3. What effects are produced by the use of those words? How does the reader react to the language?

4. What tone(s) is/are struck in the middle/body? What words contribute to this tone?

5. What literary devices are used in the middle/body? How do they work on the reader? (There may not be any!) 

6. What rhetorical devices are used in the middle/body? How do they work on the reader? (There may not be any!)

CONCLUSION

1. What evidence is the author presenting in the conclusion to their article? 

2. What words/phrases does the author use in the conclusion to affect the reader? 

3. What effects are produced by the use of those words? How does the reader react to the language? 

4. What tone(s) is/are struck in the conclusion? What words contribute to this tone? 

5. What literary devices are used in the conclusion? How do they work on the reader? (There may not be any!)  

6. What rhetorical devices are used in the conclusion? How do they work on the reader? (There may not be any!)

** In the Middle/Body section there will always be a great many types of persuasive language used. When you come to the SAC you will need to select ONLY the most important ones.

EXAMINING A MEDIA ARTICLE

Questions to ask:

1. What category of article is it?

2. Read the article right the way through without stopping. What is the overall tone of the article?

3. What is the title? Does it say anything? Is it a pun? What effect does it have on the reader?

4. How many paragraphs does the article have? Number each paragraph.

5. What paragraphs mark the beginning or introduction?

6. What paragraphs mark the middle or body of the article?

7. What paragraphs mark the end or conclusion to the article?

8. In the introduction highlight or mark the following:

· Figurative phrases

· Vocabulary that you do not understand

· Accent or emphasis or repetition

· Colloquial language

· Cliches

· Hyperbole

9. What effect does the introduction have on the reader? How and why? What language types are used and how do they affect the reader?

10. In the body highlight or mark the following:

· The arguments used or points made

· Figurative phrases

· Vocabulary that you do not understand

· Accent or emphasis or repetition

· Colloquial language

· Cliches

· Hyperbole

· Facts or Statistics etc.

11. What effect does the body have on the reader? How and why? What language types are used and how do they affect the reader?

12. In the conclusion highlight or mark the following:

· The arguments used or points made

· Figurative phrases

· Vocabulary that you do not understand

· Accent or emphasis or repetition

· Colloquial language

· Cliches

· Hyperbole

· Facts or Statistics etc.

13. What effect does the conclusion have on the reader? How and why? What language types are used and how do they affect the reader?

WRITE A FIVE PARAGRAPH ANALYSIS OF THE ARTICLE YOU HAVE BEEN GIVEN in a minimum of 500 words.
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