VCE English

The Quiet American by Graham Greene

Character Studies

The Quiet American: Character Descriptions
Name:      
Class:      
WORK REQUIREMENT: CHARACTER STUDY EXERCISE

Instructions: Complete each of the following character studies in paragraphs, in the space provided. A selection of words, quotes and phrases has been selected for you to use in your writing. You may handwrite your answers if you wish. This is a work requirement, and while no marks will be attributed towards your VCE score in this exercise, your work will be checked for completion, rather than accuracy.
A “character description” is a description of a person in this novel that reveals their personality in a particular set of circumstances, and the underlying motives for their actions by answering the following questions:

· What does the character do (or not do), under what contexts?

· What does the character say (or not say), under what contexts?

· What is said by others about that character?

You need to remember that everything is seen through the eyes of the narrator and not simply as a matter of fact – Fowler is biased. But we can see each character through a slightly wider lens if we examine the context of the action in which they are embedded and through the moral decisions that they make or do not make throughout the plot.

Pyle - Motivations

· Decisive, heroic


· Innocent (virginal)






· His innocence is based upon lectures and books; 
· Pyle’s innocence is a result of
 violent and cruel world beyond his control
· Ignorance, lack of moral education (29, 162)

· Ideology (94)



· Democracy, liberalism




· Product of his environment





· Commitment







· Falsely heroic? Why? 

· Pyle’s character.  He lies (121)

· New World (41, 78)
· Youth

· Hope

· Innocence

· Seriousness

· Enthusiastic

· York Harding

· “ … he was determined  … to do goof, not to any individual person but to a country, a continent, a world” (18)

· “ He was impregnably armoured by his good itentions and his ignorance” (163)

Write a brief character description of Alden Pyle in the grey boxes below:

Introduction: 
Body:
Conclusion: 
Fowler - Motivations
· unengaged (28)

· experienced

· Vietnamese are innocent victims of a violent and cruel world beyond their

· Ignorance

· Doubt, cynicism (20)

· Non involvement, objective (94-97)

· Selfish, indecisive, egocentric (59)

· Objective distance reporting (113, 119, 150, uses opium 151)

· Fowler is the unreliable narrator because of his prejudices

· Falsely heroic? Why?
And motives for betraying Pyle are ambiguous.   He is annoyed at the loss of Phuong.  He describes himself as “the cuckold who must not show his pain;”  

· Fear of death? Belief in God (15, 60, 80, 105, 189)

· Resents American culture (31)

· Old World (40)

· Thomas Fowler – doubting Thomas!  He doubts God’s existence.  

· He is an agent of death because he knowingly directs Pyle to a place where he knows Hen will kill him.  
· Childless

· Age and Experience

· Despairing

· Unproductive Wisdom

· Oedipal Reference (182)

· “Death was the only absolute value in my world” (44)

· “I came east to be killed” (110)

· “I’m not engage” (96)

· “what a mess you make behind the scenes” (119)
Fowler is very complex:  

(1) he acts as an instrument of justice and humanity
(2) he takes sides in a war he had tried to see objectively, neutrally, as a reporter
(3) he betrays a man who saved his life
(4) he kills a rival. 
Write a brief character description of Thomas Fowler in the grey boxes below:

Introduction: 
Body:
Conclusion: 
Phuong  
· little development of her character 
· useful for what she represents rather than for what she is 
· a prize for which Pyle and Fowler must contest  
· Crucible for Pyle’s and Fowler’s values 
· Fowler comes to understand more about himself and about the nature of love and its place in his life  
· Representative of Vietnam and its people
· Opportunistic?

· Phoenix

· “the most beautiful girl in Saigon” (42)

· exotic

· apolitical

· ignorance?

· “how realistic it was of her not to minimize the importance of money and not to make any great and binding declarations of love” (120)
· vulnerable?

· Unbridgeable gap?

Introduction: 
Body:
Conclusion: 
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