VCE English 2005
The Quiet American – Key Vocabulary


THE QUIET AMERICAN BY GRAHAM GREENE
KEY VOCABULARY: It is important that you learn to use the following words in your discussions and essays about Greene’s “The Quiet American”. This is not an exhaustive list, but most of these words will be useful in helping you define concepts and develop a wider vocabulary.
	ADDICTION

	ADULTERER

	ADULTERY

	ATHEISM

	ALL-AMERICAN HERO

	AMBIGUITIES

	AMBIGUITY

	ATONEMENT

	APATHETIC

	BETRAYAL

	CATHOLIC

	CATHOLICISM

	COLONIALISM

	COMPROMISED

	CONFRONTATION

	CONTEMPT

	CONUNDRUMS

	CYNICAL

	CYNICISM

	DEMOCRACY

	DETACHMENT

	DIVORCE

	“ENGAGE”

	FOREIGN CORRESPONDENT

	GEOPOLITICAL THEMES

	GLOBAL AMBITIONS

	GOOD INTENTIONS

	GRACE

	HERO

	HONOUR

	HONOURABLE

	IDEALISM

	IDEOLOGY

	INDIFFERENCE

	INNOCENT

	IRONY

	JEALOUSY

	JUSTIFICATION

	MEDIOCRE

	MIDDLE-AGED

	MODEST

	MORAL AMBIGUITY

	MORAL DANGER

	MORAL DECISIONS

	MORAL NEUTRALITY

	NAIVE

	OPIUM

	PERSONAL RESPONSIBILITY

	PORTENTOUS

	PRESCIENCE

	PURE

	REDEEMER

	SAVIOUR OF THE WORLD

	SELF-PITYING

	SYMBOLISM

	THE HUMAN CONDITION

	THIRD FORCE

	VIETNAM

	WORLD-WEARY

	YORK HARDING
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