VCE Issues: Tone of the Text


DESCRIPTION OF TONES

Tones tend to be either APPROVING or DISAPPROVING of a contention. The following list is not exclusive but will provide you with a broader vocabulary from which to choose:

admiring

aggressive 

amused

antagonistic

anxious

apologetic

appalled

approving

ardent

arrogant

biting

bitter

boastful

cautious

chauvinistic

cheerful

complaining

condescending

confrontational

conservative 

demanding

demeaning

dogmatic

passionate

pensive

persuasive

pessimistic

pleading

ponderous

querulous

quizzical

reasonable

respectful
sarcastic

sardonic

satirical

self-righteous

sensible

sensitive

solemn

sympathetic

understanding

vindictive

EMOTIONAL/EMOTIVE LANGUAGE

This is a very vague term that generally refers to opinions rather than facts, moods and feelings rather than objectivity or neutrality. It is however one thing to describe language as emotional, it is another to describe its intended effect. All language is used to persuade to some degree or other, so the choice of one word, as opposed to another, allows a different degree of meaning to develop. This choice of words is done deliberately (in many cases) and conveys a sense of the positive and affirming manner of meaning or a negative and disapproving manner. Thus a description can be described in such a way as to connote a negative description or a positive description given the use of certain adjectives, adverbs or nouns. You should locate these words and then describe the effect that they may have on the reader’s understanding of the point of view presented. 
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